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Mhae Cassiry

Carrie-Anne Moss makes recreational use of Billy Connolly in "Fida," &
satirical zombie film dirccted by Andrew Curria, i

Hard to Find Good Help?
Not in This Little Town

Much like mmbies, zombio mevies
show no sign of ralling over and stay-
ingz dead, really, truly, most slncern.
Iy dead. In recent years, they have
run speedily amok in Damny Boyle's

spine-tingler 28 Daya
MANDHLA Later and it saquel, 25
Wercks Later” (whero
MHES the virnes-siricken crea-
LW
REVIEW

TUTes ar more Zombold
than troe ombies), 19
well ag In the remake of
Geotge A. Romero's "Dawn of the
Dead " Ever the classicist, Mr, Bo-
mero keeps his zombies maving slow
burt steady In his rolbicking “Land of
the Desd,™ the 2005 chapier in the -
rmbic epie that shudderod Into ex-
istence with his 1963 mesterwork,
“Hightof the Living Dead "

Irs the tizklishly amnsing satire
“Fida,” the undead stagger along like
stunned toddbers. With thelr shuf-
fling, uncertain gait, their limbs
Slewnid By the onslaught of rlgor mor-
s, these rpunbies are thoroughly,
satisTyingly old school, Lost in a twl-
lighe zone between life and dimh,
Eripped by a bunger that can only be
satisfied with & mosthiul of warm
baman flesh, they Live, in a rianner
of spenking, toeat. The good news far
theirwaald-be shacks and treais,
meaning everyone wha's nominally
allve, is thot these zambics are also
in the grip of remote-controlled ol
diencocollars that keep them as
harmless a5 a peutered Romweiler
| oA very short leash, One zap and

| they're mewling like kittens or at

ters, Mr. Currle e xhibita distinct care
nibalistic tendencies, starting with -
the elever black-and-while educa- |
tkomal reel thar apens “Fido™ and Lays
autthe hack story (“the gombic |
wars” mnd whas followed), Watching
morosely [fom the last row in class -
g little Thmmy (K'Sun Ray), the |
only, erushingly lonety child of Helen
and Bill Robinson (Carrie-Anne
Moss and Dylan Baker), With his
wida-pooling evel, Timmy loaks
stralght out af :m!r;l{'nﬂm”, if nl:\?
seriously 1 arease when squeering «
off rounds during zomble-targer |
practice. He's rot much of 2 ghot, ank
of the few i the class who doesn't |
radse o hand when s visiting containg
mnt exgert, Mr. Bottoms (Henry !
Czerny, excellent), aska: "How
many of you have ever had o killa |
wombie?™

Timmy would Father play eatch,
which he docs soon after Helen de-
cides to elevate har social standing |
by bringing a collared and apparent:
Iy tarmued rombbe home, (Everyone |
els= in the neighborhood has one, shd
whines.) Named Fide — and played
by n woaderfully expressive, nearly,

(]
i
¥
i
'

When subdued, the i
undead are really
quite useful.
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feast growhing mane guicthy.
Direcied by A.nd:m(,‘unmm
vwrote the gulFaw-splattered, Higntly
ploady, Bit 100 mdest sCronnplay
with Robert Chomiak and Dennis
Heaton, the [im takes place in the
18505, or some freplky-fantasy varin-
{iom on the same, in a small towi
washed in muted cobors and oeca-
sionally recked by @ blast of angry
red. [0 this perlky Pleanantville,
where father knows bost ¢RCept
when he loses hig head, zombles
don"t feast on the living; they serve
thom. They mow the lawns, guard
the croeswinlics and deliver the dally
paper, Every 50 often, they mlsodls-
penae a littie something cxtri, lika
the teeaape mmibie, Tammy (Sonja
Rennett), whose Light curves and
scarly chanerimg testh keep her
owner, Mr. Theopalis (Tim Blake
HMelaon, n wsst), dementedly smiling
Like his slower-moving cherc-
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Opars moday in Monhertan.

| Directedby Andrew Carvin; writlenby Hob-

et Chomiale, Mr. O rie 2nd Densit leaton,

| based oo an origmal secy by M Heation; de

wectarof photograpky, Jan Bisgtar edibud by
Eogur Mariussl; riuase by Then Macdonald;
producten demgner, Roh Gy, prossced by
Blake Corbet med M ary Anne Waterouss | Te-
leand By Liomsgnie. Atthe Angelis Fllm
Certer, Mifreer and Boostom Strests, Green-
wich Vislage, Buning Gme: ¥ mirses,

WITH: CorcieAnnd Mos (Belen), Rilly Coe-
pally (Fids) , Olan Baier (Blly, K5 Ray
[Timmy), Hessy Crary (Br. Bottoms), So-
a2 Besmedl (Tammy) and Tim 1 e M E Lo
{07, Thenpolis}

-
eaute Billy Connally — the Robinsen,

zombie sooa beanaﬁ-a rrpstly chery
{shed member of the family, with Bitl -
the sole dissenter. As Bill nervously,
twiiches and Helen hasks in the gios
of consumer satefaction, Timmy %
and Fils bond, first over abaseball »
and mitt, then over a Hetle sccidentd)
1:I.mr:|-1etun;-m1-i later during one Wik
tily shot scene in a sweepi fleld »
{hiat SnMmOnS 2p Mﬁmmg
story (hat brought atear inthe oye
Mr, Currlé and his collaborainm «
don’t push their slave-mister
sy far; unlike Mr, Romeroor the 3
sinnde comety “Shaun of the Dead}
whre the lWving nre 20 Zomble-like §
they dom't Lnltially notlee the undead,
the Almmakers remain coplent o -
prazi and (0 nibble, skimmiog the i
surface rather (han sinking (n deep.
They set up A divide between the 3
i humans akd e dark-§
siinned zombies that they never — §
fully engage, shying away from anyx
thing heavy ar dangerously dowe- -«
beat, Mr, Currie and company are
happy to make youlaugh, which they
do ensily enough, especially witha #
beaurttnily siow-tobulld joke that 4§
mands a familiarioy with the typical
story are and climactic dinlogue &
frorm the old *1asswe” (elevision 8-«
ried, Tt won't make you bloed, just
ol

“ Pida” (e rated B (Under 17 re-
Ui r S QCCOMEOILFIn parent or aduly
guardion), In spife of some grawed
off limbs ond bloodied nechs, the H

fort quotient is surprisingly modeey
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